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Journey Through Lent 

Wednesday Night  

Lenten Services Begin 
Ash Wednesday, February 14 – March 21 

Worship Service at 7:00 pm 
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As he walked along, he saw a man 

blind from birth.  His disciples 

asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this 

man or his parents, that he was 

born blind?”  Jesus answered, 

“Neither this man nor his parents 

sinned; he was born blind so that 

God’s works might be revealed in him.   

John 9:1-4  

Gospel for Transfiguration Sunday 
 
In November and December I was blessed to lead six 
sessions on Human Suffering and the Bible for our 
Adult Spiritual Growth ministry. One of the primary 
ways of understanding why certain things happen is 
what is known as, “Cause and Effect.” Similar 
phrases include “What goes around comes around.” 
This is analogous to the Buddhist concept of karma.  
 
It has been passed down through the centuries of the 
tried and true counsel passed from old to young. 
“Don’t do it. It will come back to haunt you.” And there 
is human truth in this guidance. There are many times 
when we can see how something we did (or didn’t do) 
directly relates to a misfortune we later experience. 

 
However, divine truth is much deeper and 
comprehensive than human truth. Our conventional 
“wisdom” falls flat whenever blindness, birth defects, 
or any human tragedy reveals in its malfunction the 
idea that “what’s going around is coming around.” To 
this misguided notion, Jesus emphatically says, “No!” 
Every human situation is redeemable in Christ. Every 
tragedy, every difficulty, every injustice can and does 
bring us to a place where the work of God might be 
displayed. That place for you and for me is at the foot 
of the cross. It was through the cross that God was 
reconciling the world in Christ. 

 
There God delivered healing and salvation in and 
through his son, Jesus. It was on the cross that the 
idea that “what goes around comes around” is 
stripped of its power to destroy. What remains for us 
is life eternal in Christ Jesus.  
 
Neither I nor anyone else can begin to confidently 
state why something “bad” happened to someone 
“good.” Likewise, it would be the height of 
presumption to ever try and prescribe for another 
person how some horrible event or disaster was able 
to be used by God to draw that person or family (or 
community/nation) closer to Jesus.  

Nevertheless, I cannot begin to count the times a 
brother or sister in Christ has witnessed to me 
something to the effect, “I could never have believed 
that God was present/could have used (insert horrible 
event), and yet looking back I am even closer to 
Jesus than I ever thought possible.” 
 
That is why we are people of the cross. If God is able 
to use something as evil and unjust and awful as the 
crucifixion of his Son Jesus to bring about our 
salvation, there is no event that is too evil, unjust or 
awful where our God is not present.  
 
On Ash Wednesday, (February 14), we once again 
begin our Lenten journey to the cross of Jesus. If you 
have been laid low by some terrifying agony, take it to 
the cross. It is there that the work of God will be 
revealed in your life.  
 

Your Servant in Christ, 

Pastor Geier 
 

 

Thank you… 
 

The Worship and Music Ministry Team wishes to 
extend a special thank you to everyone who 
participated in the Christmas Eve services as a 
worship leader.  Your willingness to serve is greatly 
appreciated!  
 

We also offer an extra thank you to Noreen for her 
dedication. She played the organ at all three services. 
 

I’d like to thank the following members for their 
dedication and heartfelt service to our Meals on 
Wheels team:  
 

Bruce and Sherry Akins, Stephanie Becken, Jim and 
Jeannie Cowee, Diane Filkins, Judy Hansen, Carol 
Hellen, Darla Kimmes, Denny and Pat Kohn, Nick 
and Sue Kylen, Jim and Vonnie Olson, Donadee 
Peterson, Tim Peterson, Jay and Becky Raimann, 
Glenda Schnirring, Paul and Karen Swanstrom, Steve 
and Carol Tobin and Carla Wick. 
 

With gratitude,  
Pat Kohn 

 

Thank you to all our St. Philip’s family for all the 
prayers, cards and good wishes following Arli’s health 
issues. 
 

Bill and Arli Klavetter 



THE PHILIPPIAN   February 2018 3 

 

Preschool Chatter 
 

After a nice Christmas break, we were busy again at 
the Early Learning Center in January.  A major theme 
this month was cold weather and SNOW (what a 
surprise!).  We learned about Penguins, Snowmen 
and Space. Did you know Daddy Emperor Penguins 
sit on the egg until it hatches?  In our Dramatic Play 
area we had an Ice Fishing House as well as a 
Skating Rink.  
 
The teachers worked with the child learning patterns, 
positional concepts, cutting and sorting.  We were 
unable to go outside one day so the children were 
able to have a snowball fight indoors (using pom 
poms), rode scooters and danced.   
 
Please note that early preschool registration for St. 
Philip’s members will begin Tuesday, February 20.  
Forms will be available in the ELC hallway, the main 
church office, or may be downloaded from the church 
website starting Saturday, February 17:  
www.splchastings.org.  
 
Kim Sill 
Early Learning Center Director 
 

 
- AMONG OUR OWN - 

 

Congratulations to… 
Gary and Sherrill Backes as the celebrate their 35th 
wedding anniversary 
Macey Marie Carstensen (daughter of Matt and 
Brittany Carstensen) blessings on her baptism 
 

Sympathies to… 
Lynn Lucas and family as they mourn the death of 
her brother Terry Bisson  
 

 
FEBRUARY SUNDAY SCRIPTURE READINGS 
February 4 John 4:1-42 

(The Woman at the Well) 
February 11 John 9:1-41 
  (The Man Born Blind) 
February 18 John 11:1-44 
  (Jesus Raises Lazarus) 
February 25 John 13:1-17 
  Jesus Washes Feet 

 
 

Sunday School Minute 
 

We spent the fall and most of the winter going 
through the Old Testament learning about old school 
heroes and the stories that shaped our ancestors 
(and continue to shape us today). Starting in 
February, we’ll be jumping forward to the New 
Testament and diving right into the world of Jesus. 
The prodigal son, Mary and Martha, Zacchaeus—
we’ll be visiting these stories and more. Through the 
stories of Jesus, we get something the Old Testament 
only hinted at—we see God in action while he’s 
Jesus. What a gift to learn about Jesus and learn who 
our amazing father is through the works and life of his 
son. 
 

Stephanie Becken  
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  
 

 
ANNUAL MEETING FEBRUARY 4 - 
St. Philip’s annual business meeting 
will be held Sunday, February 4 with a 
potluck lunch immediately after the 
late service followed with the business 
meeting in the sanctuary. The annual 
meeting is a meeting of high 
importance to all members. Voting 
members are members who have been confirmed 
and have made a contribution of record to St. Philip’s. 
(Constitution C8.02.C) 
 

The 2018 budget/spending plan, council officers, 
committee members, nominating committee and audit 
committee are elected at this meeting.  
 

Questions about the meeting may be directed to 
Pastor Greg Geier or President Adam Barker. Potluck 
questions can be directed to Camille Nelson of the 
Fellowship Ministry.  
 

Those planning to share in the potluck lunch should 
bring something according to the following:  
 

A-I Main Dish     J-R Salad     S-Z Dessert 
 

 
ADULT FORUM SCHEDULE - The Adult Forum 
meets Sundays in the Learning Room at 9:35 am.   
February 4 - No Adult Forum 
February 11 - Disabilities Series with Overview and 

Listening Time 
February 18 - Living in a World of Differing Abilities 
February 25 - Disabilities/Differences in Abilities 

Among Students 
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Teen Talk  
 

What will you be when you grow up? This is an 
exciting question asked by adults to children, youth, 
and young adults all the time. What do you want to 
do? I do this for sure, because it’s fun and exciting to 
hear about where a youth’s dreams might take them. 
Some answers show the scope of a child’s world. If 
they only know school, that their dad works at a bank, 
and mom is a doctor, then those three occupations 
may be the go-to answers. Then, as their world 
grows, so do their options. 
 
This works with faith as well. A less asked question—
what will your faith look like when you grow up? How 
will you serve your church family when you’re older? 
How will you feed your faith once you outgrow 
Sunday School and Confirmation? Things can get 
tricky here, because while most young people see 
where occupations and work are part of everyday life 
and livelihood, faith might not get the same billing.  
 
This whole conversation is why I love our mentoring 
program. Students have one-on-one time with adults 
to talk faith. In that time, they’ll see how some adults 
grow their faith through serving and learning with 
youth. That’s huge…and fun. Kids are looking for 
where they might fit—looking for personality traits and 
interests in adults in their world that match their 
own…so maybe they can find a path. That’s true for 
faith lives as well. A student who sees an outgoing, 
fun, loud person reading scripture and leading a Bible 
study might be able to picture themselves doing that, 
just as a quieter student who struggles with reading 
might see something in the person who waters the 
plants and fills the communion trays as someone they 
could be.  
 

Stephanie Becken  
Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries  
 

 

STAY HEALTHY - During the flu season, there are 
alternative ways to share the Peace of the Lord. Fist 
bumps, hugs, smiles and nods are always 
acceptable. And it’s always better for all if when you 
are ill to stay home and re-cooperate; we will pray for 
you. 
 

 
WEDNESDAY LENTEN SERVICES 
begin with Ash Wednesday February 14 
and continues through March 21.  
Services are at 7:00 pm. 

 

Early in January 
we closed the 
books on 

December 
financials. The 
Finance Team is 
happy to report the 
following details: 
 
 

General and Miscellaneous Fund thru 12/31/17:  
 Actual  Budget   Actual  
Year to Date:     12/17    12/17   12/16 
Income:   $498,129   $524,800 $504,393 
Expenses: $476,625   $544,672 $477,314 
Over/(short):   $21,504   ($19,872)   $27,079 
 

Capital Fund Year to Date: 
 $168,459    $180,000   $169,956 
 
 

In the December Philippian, the finance focus was on 
the wonderful music program we are blessed to have 
at St. Philip’s and the Director of Music who oversees 
the program. Additional behind-the-scene duties are 
performed by the newest member of our staff, who 
leads the congregation in music at the 10:30 am 
worship service. See below for some of the weekly 
duties performed by our Director of Second Service 
Worship, Joel Hinck.   
 

 Manage musician schedules 
 

 Research new music, arrange songs and write 
sheet music, record rehearsal tracks for band 
member practice 

 

 Select music and liturgical elements for 
upcoming services 

 

 Plan and lead weekly rehearsals for our praise 
band 

 

 Coordinate with church staff on upcoming 
special music and events 

 

Many thanks for your support in the ministry of St. 
Philip’s! 
 

 
TULIPS AND MUMS will be available for 
purchase to decorate the Sanctuary for the 
Easter Garden.  The cost is $11.00.  
Please sign up on the Kiosk and remit 
payment in the envelopes provided into the 
offering plate or office.  Deadline is March 
19. 
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Through this season of Lent we will be exploring 
various roads taken in Scripture and how those roads 
might parallel our own journeys. We will start on Ash 
Wednesday February 14. The schedule for the 
remainder of Lent is as follows: 
 

February 14 - The Road to Damascus where life is 
given a new direction. 

February 21 - Road to the Wilderness and how the 
Holy Spirit leads us from baptism, (Jesus’ and our 
own,) to confrontation with temptation. 

February 28 - The Road Home where the prodigal 
son shows us the wisdom and necessity of 
seeking.  

March 7 - The Road to Jerusalem.  The disciple Peter 
becomes a roadblock to Jesus on his journey to 
the cross.    

March 14 - The Road to Jericho. Just as the good 
Samaritan stopped on this road, so Jesus stops to 
care for us in our needs and teaches us to do 
likewise. 

March 21 - The Bethany Road leads to the home of 
Mary and Martha and the funeral of their brother 
Lazarus and then on to Jerusalem for the Palm 
Sunday parade. 

 

Each of these roads has important things to say to us 
on our journeys and all of the different roads we 
travel. Join us Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm 
where we will worship using the Holden Evening 
Prayer Service.  
 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY SOUP SUPPER - The ELCA 

Youth Gathering is happening this 
summer in Houston. St. Philip's is 
sending a small, but excited group 
and they would like to invite you for 
supper on Ash Wednesday (February 
14). Chili (gluten free) and chicken 

noodle soup along with bread and crackers will be 
available from 5:30-6:45 pm with many thanks for any 
donations through a free-will offering. Special 
Valentine's Day cookies will also be available for 
purchase for only a dollar! All are welcome for this 
fun, family meal.  

SOMETHING NEW FOR LENT? INDOOR FAMILY 
PICNIC!  It has been noted 
that many families who have 
children in confirmation or 
the musical scramble to get 
something to eat before 
Lenten services begin at 
7:00 pm.  In an effort to provide a place where 
families can sit together and eat, tables will be set up 
in the Fellowship Hall so that those who bring food 
from home or take-out food will have a place to sit at 
a table together.  This will also help to contain the 
food to one area, keeping the narthex cleaner!  Many 
confirmation students meet with their mentors right 
before the Lenten services begin, so by opening up 
the Fellowship Hall to those who want to eat, more 
spaces may open up in the narthex for those who just 
want to talk together.  Even though you will have to 
bring all of your own utensils and clean up after 
yourselves, families who do bring food in are 
encouraged to take advantage of this time and space 
to sit together before worship!  This will begin on 
February 21 and continue through March 21.     
 

 
MENTORS - Our 2018 Mentor Meeting is February 
14. We will meet at 6:30 pm for a very brief meeting. 
Mentors, please bring all your paperwork (your 
mentee should give it to you) or copies will be 
available. Students and families please make sure 
your mentor knows about the meeting and the 
information they need to bring. Before mentoring 
starts, Stephanie needs to have current background 
checks on file (these are good for 5 years). Mentor 
packets will go out this night, and mentors/mentees 
can schedule their meet ups—so bring your 
calendars! 
 

 
MENTOR COACHING - February 15 from 7:00-8:00 
pm.  Are you new to mentoring or would like a little 
extra guidance? Stephanie is always happy to talk 
with you, and new this year, will be offering mentor 
coaching February 15. During this time, we’ll go 
through some of the mentor packet lessons, cover 
some developmental pieces about 7th-9th graders, and 
answer any questions you may have. We’ll meet in 
the Old Sanctuary.  
 

 
SUNDAY SCHOOL DAY OFF - There will be no 
Sunday School February 18.  
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FIRST COMMUNION - Is your student asking about 
communion? Would your family like to 
learn more about the Eucharist? This 
time is for you! Pastor Geier offers two 
classes for students and their families 
as they approach their first 
communion. This is not a question of 
age, as every person grows in faith in 
different ways, but is more about 
understanding. Classes will be offered 

March 10 and March 24 from 9:00-10:30 am. During 
these times, Pastor Geier will lead families in 
understanding the Sacrament of Holy Communion 
and its place in our faith life. Children, youth, and 
adults participate in these classes, so they are open 
for all and are meant to be family time. 
 
March 10: 9:00-10:30 am - Introduction  
March 24: 9:00-10:30 am - Closing and Banners  
March 29: 7:00 pm - Maundy Thursday Worship 
(Celebration of First Communion during worship) 
 
If you have questions or would like to sign up for 
classes, please contact Stephanie Becken or Pastor 
Geier.  
 

 

WORSHIP WANDERERS - Worship continues! In 
January, Worship Wanderers began. This new 
programming happens at the 10:30 am worship 
service. Families start and finish worship together, but 
during the reading and sermon, children age 2 
through 4th grade head out to wander through the 
day’s message in a kid-friendly way. The scripture is 
read from our Children’s Bible—by children! Then, we 

move together in 
a way to reinforce 
the message in 
different ways like 
crafts, music, 
games and more. 
This is a worship-
centered time 

where children are supported to learn and grow in 
learning. During the prayers of the church, an usher 
comes to find us to let us know it’s almost time to re-
join worship, which the children do during ‘Sharing of 
the Peace’. This model allows for families to worship 
together in a new way. This pilot program is going 
through January and February, and then, with 
feedback from families, the Faith Formation ministry 
team will look at what it could be in the future. So, let 
us know! Do you love it? What would make it better? 
Would you like to wander with us?  
 

A COSMIC ADVENTURE THROUGH SCIENCE 
AND FAITH - Do you have a student who asks 

questions? Big questions? Little 
questions? Faith questions? 
Science questions? This Adventure 
Bible series is for 7th-9th graders, 
with a call out for peer leaders in 
10th-12th grade. We’ll meet for our 
Bible study, “A Cosmic Adventure 

Through Science and Faith”, before taking our 
lessons out into the world through trips 
to the Science Museum, History 
Museum, Feed My Starving 
Children, and American Ninja 
Warrior Experience. 
 
The Details: 
Who: 7th-9th graders as participants and 10th-12th 

graders as peer leaders 
When: Sunday afternoons in March (4th, 11th, 18th, 

25th) 12:30-4:30 pm (may be some week-to-week 
changes on return time—will update if the time 
needs to change but we’ll start at 12:30 pm at St. 
Philip’s). 

Commitment: This is a 4-part study, so students are 
committing to all 4 when they sign up. They’re not 
going to want to miss even one of these times 
together.  

Why: Faith and Science can seem like enemies—this 
study puts faith and science into perspective and 
offers a bigger picture of God’s great love through 
His creation. 

Cost: $50. Faith Formation is supplementing this 
ministry adventure to keep the cost down for 
families.  Checks can be made out to St. Philip’s 
Lutheran Church. Peer leaders can jump in for 
only $25 if they can commit to all four dates. If 
your family needs a scholarship, we can do that! 

Transportation and Supervision: Interested parents 
willing to drive and participate in our Bible study 
let Stephanie Becken know! Unless we get a 
group larger than 30 students, we’re hoping to 
carpool. 

What we’ll be doing: We have a great Bible 
study called “A Cosmic Adventure 
Through Science and Faith”. Every 
session will begin with our video and 
conversation. From there, we’ll load up 
vehicles and head to our destination for 
the day. We’ll learn through hands on discover, 
shared stories, service, and challenge. 

 
Sign Up Now. Sign-ups are available on the Welcome 
Center and need to be turned in before February 28.  
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ST. PHILIP’S EMBARKS ON ITS SECOND 
CAPITAL FUND APPEAL since the 2013 Expansion 
Completion. With capital improvements or expansion 
projects emerges a plan for its payment. St. Philip's 
has a plan for meeting the monthly mortgage 
payment of $14,500, to Merchants Bank of Hastings, 
the holder 
of its 
mortgage 
loan.  The 
current 
balance of 
the loan is 
just under 
$2.4MM 
 
A new 
three-year 
Capital Fund Appeal will be formally launched in early 
March.  A team of St. Philip's members, along with 
Pastor Geier, is working with consultant, Ms. Paula 
Kitt, from the ELCA's Mission Investment Fund as it 
prepares to inform the congregation about the appeal.    
 
St. Philip's embarked on its largest expansion project 
in 2012. The project added 12,000 square feet of 
worship and fellowship space plus a parking lot to 
accommodate 200 cars.  Creating a larger St. Philip's 
had become necessary if it were to fulfill its calling of 
"Come and See." Creating a community of faith that 
realizes a life of joyful abundance and a will of caring 
for others was and is St. Philip's mission. The 
structure was built for those who gather here now, for 
those who are a generation or more younger and for 
those yet unborn. That is how the kingdom of God is 
given the wisdom, power and confidence to help grow 
the faith of new believers.  
 
March 3, will be a day of training for the Capital Fund 
Committee who will lead various aspects of the 
Capital Fund Appeal. On Sunday March 4, Consultant 
Paula Kitt will provide the message at the morning 
worship services.  
 
The following eight weeks will be a time of sharing 
practical information, inspiring each other through 
personal messages, and structuring wide-spread 
congregational prayer for the success of the 3-year 
appeal. 
 
The goal of the appeal will be to receive commitments 
totaling $750,000 over a three year period. Reaching 
this goal would allow St. Philip's to pay down further 
than scheduled, its mortgage principal which would 
save thousands of dollars in interest costs and 

shorten the length of the mortgage's duration.  
Commitment Sunday will be April 22, 2018.  
 
Please offer your thanks to the following committee 
members who have agreed to serve on the 2018-
2021 Capital Fund Committee: 
 
Pastor Gregory Geier  
Co-Chairs - Danna Elling Schultz and Paul Munger 
Communications - Glenda Schnirring 
Spiritual Emphasis - Jennie Orr Thomas 
Hospitality - Brenda Arndtson, Mary Rock and Connie 
Ball 
Children and Youth Involvement - Beckie Shorter 
Advance Contact Persons - Al Todnem and Ron 
Toppin 
Follow Up Contact Persons - (TBD) 
 
Once this committee is complete, a theme supported 
with informational and inspirational material will be 
written for presentation.  
 

 

EDUCATOR JENNIFER HERBER HONORED WITH 
TWO RECENT AWARDS - St. Philip's is proud to join 
in congratulating fellow member Jennifer Herber for 
her recent honor of being named Teacher of 
Excellence for District 200 at the 2017 TIES 
Education Technology Conference and more recently 
"Educator of the Year" by Hastings Area Chamber of 
Commerce.    

Jennifer is a sixth grade teacher at Hastings Middle 
School.  Integrity, honesty and ethics are a few of the 
words which were used in her nominations.  She is 
known to build strong relationships with her students 
to ensure their personal and academic growth.   

Jennifer Herber and husband Todd along with their 
children Aaron and Julia have been members of St. 
Philip's for almost 19 years. 
 

 
ENJOYING HIS 
BAPTISM  IS ELIAS 
RICHARDS, son of 
Shaunte and Donnie 
Richards. Elias showed 
some disagreement at 
first only to be quieted 
when Pastor Geier 
walked him through the 
congregation.  
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ANNUAL SOUP LUNCHEON FOR WOMEN - The 
St. Paul Area Synodical Women’s Organization 
(SWO) will sponsor its annual Soup Luncheon on 
February 3 from 10:30 am to 1 pm at Our Savior’s 
Lutheran Church, 1616 Olive Street West in 
Stillwater. Our featured speaker will be J. Drake 
Hamilton, science policy director at Fresh Energy, 
who will speak about renewable energy. The day’s 
offering has not yet been assigned to a specific 
ministry, but options being considered to receive half 
of what’s collected include Fresh Energy and PV for 
Phoebe. The other half will go to the SWO.  Great 
food, great fellowship, and an opportunity for 
learning.  
 
Sounds like a great day.  If interested contact Darla 
Kimmes at 651-437-6018. Perhaps we can arrange to 
carpool. 
 

 
TWO ST. PHILIP’S SISTERS IN THE FAITH 
Pictured left is 
Dolly Holzheu, 
whose 90th 

birthday was 
celebrated on 
Saturday, 
January13. A 
large number of 
family and St. 
Philip's friends 
gathered for a 
reception party put together by her daughter Pam 
Johnson and other family members. Sitting with Dolly, 
is her St. Philip's friend Ione Orr. 
 

 

ITALIAN DINNER - Save the date! This year’s Italian 
Dinner is scheduled for 
March 24. This wonderful 
fundraiser has sent 
countless students to Bible 
Camp, on mission trips, and 
the Youth Gathering in the 
past decade. This year, 
Bible Camp students and 

youth heading to the Houston Youth Gathering will be 
hosting an evening of delicious food, entertainment, 
and a silent auction of unique and wonderful items. 
All of this happens with the love and support and 
creativity of our church family! Please consider 
donating something unique and wonderfully ‘you’ to 
be auctioned off during our silent auction. Thanks for 
your continued support! 
 

CHILDREN’S MUSICAL 2018 - Rehearsals for the 
Children’s Musical, have begun!  
Kids in grades 2-8 are invited to 
join the members of the St. 
Philip’s Children’s Choir and 
their friends, as they present 
the musical, “Simon Says!  The 
Rockin’ Trial of Simon Peter” on 
Sunday, April 8 at both worship services.  Children 
who participated in the musical in previous years 
should have received information and participation 
forms via email, and other children will get the forms 
when they attend rehearsal.  The rehearsal schedule 
for early February is given below.  Please call Ellen 
Diischer, 651-470-6160 if you have any questions!   
Come and See!  
 
Saturday, February 3:  9:30 am-noon         
 Extra rehearsal 
Wednesday, February 7:  5:00-6:15 pm       
 Regular rehearsal 
Friday, February 9:  5:00-6:30 pm              
 Extra rehearsal  
Wednesday, February 14:  5-6:15 pm         
(Ash Wednesday) Regular rehearsal  
Friday, February 16:  9:30 am-Noon           
 Extra Rehearsal  
 

 
BUILDING BRIDGES IN HASTINGS - OUR BLACK 
HISTORY 
 

Did you know: 

 That the first Black resident settled in Hastings 
in 1857? 

 That in 1907 an African American church was 
burned to the ground and the arsonists were 
never identified? 

 That Hastings businesses and schools shut 
down to honor the passing of a beloved Black 
Hastings resident? 

 That the Ku Klux Klan rallies and marches in 
Hastings attracted hundreds? 

 
You are invited to "Building Bridges in Hastings - Our 
Black History," at 2 pm on Saturday, February 24 at 
the Hastings High School Auditorium.  Learn more 
about Hastings Black History and enjoy music, a 
Readers Theater, and a performance by BlackOut 
Improv Group. This is a community supported 
celebration.  It is a free event, but donations will be 
accepted.   

 
 
 



THE PHILIPPIAN   February 2018 9 

 

ADOPT A GRANDPARENT - We as a congregation 
have again teamed up with Mary Kay to 

provide a Happy Valentine’s Gift to 
our friends at Augustana Care 
Center. Our goal is to donate 55 
Happy Valentine Gift Bags so that 

each resident knows that they are loved 
and thought of.  Items included in gift bag include a 
tube of Mary Kay lotion, Kleenex, candy and a special 
card signed by you! 
 

Everyone is invited to stop by the table in the narthex 
on Sunday, January 28, February 4 and 11 and 
purchase a gift bag for $15. Place your name on a 
special gift card and the St. Philip’s worship 
wanderers will take it from there. Gifts will be hand-
delivered for Valentine’s Day! 
 

Come be part of this great opportunity not only to give 
a gift to our friends at Augustana Care Center, but 
also Mary Kay is giving back $1 from each gift bag to 
support the St. Philip’s Pray and Play children’s area 
for purchasing books and toys.  
 

If you don’t get a chance to donate a gift bag at 
church, please contact Kathy Willis at 612-801-5660 
kathryngw@msn.com or Stephanie Becken at 651-
437-6541 stephanieb@splchastings.org to purchase. 
 

 
THE GLOVE  
 
Hold up a glove. 
 

The glove, by itself, does not 
pick up anything. It is limp, 
helpless.  Slide your hand 
into it. 
 

The glove now has dexterity and power. 
 

It has become a gifted, smart glove that can 
accomplish innumerable tasks. 
 

Money is a glove through which the hand of human 
personality expresses itself. 
 

The glove by itself is neither good nor bad. 
 

The hand in the glove can take on either self-
centered or self-giving characteristics. 
 

It can either open to give, or grasp in greed. 
 
Copied with permission from Money Is/Isn't Everything by 
Herb Miller © Discipleship Resources, Nashville, TN, 1998. 

 

MUSIC FROM THE HEART 2:  SONGS FOR MUSIC 
LOVERS - Plan an afternoon of fun and romantic 
music with your sweetheart as Bells of the Bluffs 
Handbell Ensemble presents Music from the Heart 2 
on Sunday, February 11, at First Presbyterian 
Church, 503 West Sixth Street in Red Wing.  Musical 
selections will range from traditional favorites to 
current popular songs.  The event will include a silent 
auction.  Ticket bidding opens at 1:00 pm.  Bells of 
the Bluffs is devoted to igniting passion in handbells.  
Learn more at bellsofthebluffs.org and find Bells of 
the Bluffs on Facebook and YouTube. 
  
Bells of the Bluffs will be hold another concert 
Sunday, February 25, 2 pm at First Presbyterian 
Church 602 Vermillion in Hastings.  
 
 
 
 

 

 

IT’S A “GOOD TIME” 
AT ST. PHILIP’S.  This 
little guy delights the 
congregation in many 
ways. Anton is seen 
enjoying the play area 
just outside the 
sanctuary by rolling toy 
cars across the long 
narthex while mom looks 
on.  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Director of Children, Youth and Family 
Stephanie Becken working hard! 

mailto:kathryngw@msn.com
mailto:stephanieb@splchastings.org
http://www.luthersem.edu/stewardship/resource_detail.asp?resource_id=24
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CHRISTMAS 2017 
CELEBRATED WITH JOY AND MEANING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members of Unity offered music during the 
Christmas Eve service. L to R: Deborah Dreher, 

Noreen Swanson, Glenda Schnirring, Vonnie 
Olson, Al Todnem and Dan Retka 

Arriving at the 3:30 pm Christmas Eve service 
were visiting children of Bob and Sue Cruse being 

greeted by Ron and Dale Wegener 

Concluding the Christmas Eve service is the 
lighting of individual candles by row throughout the 

sanctuary while "Silent Night" is sung 

Grace Becken lights all candles depicting that a full 
Advent has been completed and that Christ is Born 

Fourth Sunday of Advent, falls on 
December 24.  Waiting to light the fourth 
and final Advent candle are Dr. Jennifer 

Slostad, sons Grant and Miles, and father 
Richard Anderson 
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Oh the Fun…. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do cats, toddlers and 
confirmands have in common?  They 

all like a good cardboard box! 

7th Grade Confirmation Class  
with leader Lisa Bergert 

The first day of the new Worship Wanderers 
program had 14 Wanderers making an 

awesome craft with the help of Carol Hellen 
and Stefanie Johnson 

Guest Pastor Amy Fondroy Eich  
with the children’s message 

The 8th Grade Confirmation class “building” The 
Lord’s Prayer with leaders Brenda Rossow  

and Robyn Tank 
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ST. PHILIP’S STAFF 
Gregory Geier, Senior Pastor 
   pastorgeier@splchastings.org 
Noreen Swanson, Organist 
Ellen Diischer, Music Director 
   ellend@splchastings.org 
Joel Hinck, Director of Contemporary 
Worship 
   joelh@splchastings.org 
Kim Sill, ELC Director 
 kims@splchastings.org 
Stephanie Becken, Director of Children, 
Youth and Family Ministries 
   stephanieb@splchastings.org 
John Bergland, Business Manager 
   johnb@splchastings.org 
John Diischer, Sound Board Technician 
 johnd@splchastings.org 
Lista Klocow, Office Manager 
   listak@splchastings.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ST. PHILIP’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
1401 West 15th Street  
Hastings, Minnesota 
651-437-6541 
www.splchastings.org 
 

ST. PHILIP’S EARLY LEARNING CENTER 
www.splchastings.org 
 

 

Church Office Hours: 
Monday - Thursday:  9:00 am – 4:30 pm 
Friday:  9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
 

Worship Service Times: 
Worship Services at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
Holy Communion offered every Sunday  
 

Wednesday Lenten Services 
February 14 - March 21 at 7:00 pm 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Philip's Lutheran 

Church 

1401 West 15th Street 

Hastings, MN  55033 

**Address Service 

Requested 

TIME-DATED 

MATERIAL 

mailto:joelh@splchastings.org

